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the trades or businesses that involve
long-term contracts. An election ap-
plies to all long-term contracts com-
pleted during and after the taxable
year for which the election is effective.
An election may not be revoked with-
out the Commissioner’s consent. For
taxpayers who elected to use the de-
layed reapplication method under para-
graph (e) of this section, an election
under this paragraph (j) automatically
revokes the election to use the delayed
reapplication method for contracts
subject to section 460(b)(6). A consoli-
dated group of corporations, as defined
in § 1.1502–1(h), is subject to consistency
rules analogous to those in paragraph
(e)(2) of this section and in paragraph
(d)(4)(ii)(C) of this section (concerning
election to use simplified marginal im-
pact method).

[T.D. 9315, 55 FR 41670, Oct. 15, 1990, as
amended by T.D. 8775, 63 FR 36181, July 2,
1998]

§ 1.460–7 Exempt long-term contracts.
[Reserved]

§ 1.460–8 Changes in method of ac-
counting. [Reserved]
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(c) Payments to other funds or persons
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[T.D. 8408, 57 FR 12420, Apr. 10, 1992, as
amended by T.D. 8593, 60 FR 18743, Apr. 13,
1995]

§ 1.461–1 General rule for taxable year
of deduction.

(a) General rule—(1) Taxpayer using
cash receipts and disbursements method.
Under the cash receipts and disburse-

ments method of accounting, amounts
representing allowable deductions
shall, as a general rule, be taken into
account for the taxable year in which
paid. Further, a taxpayer using this
method may also be entitled to certain
deductions in the computation of tax-
able income which do not involve cash
disbursements during the taxable year,
such as the deductions for deprecia-
tion, depletion, and losses under sec-
tions 167, 611, and 165, respectively. If
an expenditure results in the creation
of an asset having a useful life which
extends substantially beyond the close
of the taxable year, such an expendi-
ture may not be deductible, or may be
deductible only in part, for the taxable
year in which made. An example is an
expenditure for the construction of im-
provements by the lessee on leased
property where the estimated life of
the improvements is in excess of the
remaining period of the lease. In such a
case, in lieu of the allowance for depre-
ciation provided by section 167, the
basis shall be amortized ratably over
the remaining period of the lease. See
section 178 and the regulations there-
under for rules governing the effect to
be given renewal options in deter-
mining whether the useful life of the
improvements exceeds the remaining
term of the lease where a lessee begins
improvements on leased property after
July 28, 1958, other than improvements
which on such date and at all times
thereafter, the lessee was under a bind-
ing legal obligation to make. See sec-
tion 263 and the regulations thereunder
for rules relating to capital expendi-
tures.

(2) Taxpayer using an accrual method—
(i) In general. Under an accrual method
of accounting, a liability (as defined in
§ 1.446–1(c)(1)(ii)(B)) is incurred, and
generally is taken into account for
Federal income tax purposes, in the
taxable year in which all the events
have occurred that establish the fact of
the liability, the amount of the liabil-
ity can be determined with reasonable
accuracy, and economic performance
has occurred with respect to the liabil-
ity. (See paragraph (a)(2)(iii)(A) of this
section for examples of liabilities that
may not be taken into account until a
taxable year subsequent to the taxable
year incurred, and see §§ 1.461–4 through
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